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At the start of the 20th, Century the great capitalist powers - . 
Britain, F'rance, the U.3,·, Germany, Holland, Belgium, Japan - had cJ.i- ~ 
videa up most of the ,'!orld amonG themselves. Countries cont,aintng a ~ 
lua.jority of manldnd \'fere ,ruled, directly or in slightly dis~;uisod form, } 
by the imperialist stateEp. 

In the course of thl.s century these imperialist powers have fou3ht 
two World \~al"s; wars whose n13.in purpose was to decide \";11ich pOi/ers 
would have dominance over the colonies. rievcrtheless, sinco the end of t 
World ~ar II, a vast revolution has swept over the colonial world. In I," 
the brief span of 15 years the entil'e structure of colonialism has 1 
crumbled into dust. Today only a few sC,tl"i;tered territories have not " 
yet achioved political independence. 

c The abolition of colonial forms of f£)rei:~n rulo has not corne easi~ 
1y or peacefulJ.y. Pl'ctnCO j.n Vietnn.m, Morocco, Alge ...... ia; ori tail1 in 
Egypt, Kenya, Cyprus; the. U. S. in KOl'ea: i'he ir,lperi.:1list povlera fou~ht 
bitterly and fiercely ane}, yielded only to supel'i~r force. If today" 
many nations ar-8 gainlncs poll tical lndep::'lncle:&1.ce "pe ,1.ce:CulJy, ,I J 
this is the fruit of the armod struggles dl' t~lC past dec3.de, the ex­
pression of a fundamentally altel"ed relationship ot forces between the 
imperialists and the colonial peoples. 

This changed balance is itself an e:;"pression of the 60nerul deca.y 
and enfeebling of modern capitalism, whether th:cou~h a diraect reinl'orce~ 
ment of the Soviet bloc, as with the Chinese revolution, or through the 
emergence of u broad, constantly groyling "neutr~!list'l tendency, the co- 'J 
10nial revolu.tion continually accentuute s the r-elati vc vJeakoning of the ,~ 

.... ft! 

capitalist powers· compared to the non-capit.alist countries. 

Capitalill ~ §£~·~ . .t~li_~ .flevolutt<2.n..§. 

The colonial revolution has established itself as one of the de­
cisive forces of the modern \/orld, but vlha-c is the inner natul'e of ,this 
revolution? What are its ~oals, its driyin3 forces, its inherent limi­
tations? V:/hat constitutes its "succer:is,,1 and \!ha.t is necessary to a-

/,' chieve that "sl.1ccess?iI }I~or l'Jevolutionar'y socialists these a1"'e vital 
qtlestion~ not only bocause they are ossential to an a"ostr'r~ct under­
standing of the proce~s of coloniul revolution, but above 3.11 because 
they must be answered to make possible active socialist intervention in 

"the develo~')ment of these revolutions. 

Mar;.:! st s ~.laV0 always recoGni~~ed. a fundJ.t:lc:ntal di stinction bet\'Je~n 
the IIbourgeoi s-democratic revolution" and t!lF.:l 1/ sociali st revolution. II 

') The prototypes of the "bourgeois-democpo..tic revolution" were the Great 
revolutions of tho 17th and 13th century in !rolland, ~~nc;lal1d, ,L·'rance 
and the United States. Viewed hisi:;orically, the :aajor accomplishment 
of these revolutions was to provido the political a2~ social basis for 
the development of capitalism. 

I,' " , . 
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. ~'he essential economic form of capit~lism is .th£~~ economy;,:· 
unless the major pal't of a. nation's materlal production is destined for 
sale on thonlO.rlcet, unless products take the form of ~";lodit~~, that. 
nation is not yet predominantly capitalist. The political and social 
bases of the mAl:'k&t economy. ar0, in essence, .n.a"(;i.o,~~. independe~ ~nd 

. !:!..ll:LtY. a.nd ~.l:l~ d?Jl1JJl.~.~;:L('.:.<l Q.:£. )).x:1-_'L~9. m:'OJ~.:..l:~ J..l'! ~l~ !!!£;,}}l§. ~£ ill-:.~c"ti2l!' 
!..nA !Q.~st :l)a,~~ctYE1;y: J~ .. ~1£ land. In today IS terminolo.::;y this moans l~ 
reform and the elimination of autocracy whether native or foreign, in 
i'avol'" of bourgeois rule. 

'.' In contradifltinction to the capi telli st revol.utions, the cho.racte~ 
1stic of a nocialist revolution, 111{e the October 1917 Russian Ravo- " 
lution, is 'to-estab'iish the bases to l' a l!..0_cia~ economic system: po­
litic'll rule of a ~t.O..E..~~t.x..~es~ class, the pI'oletal'1at, and t,'1e estab-'. 
lishment of collectivist prope~ty forms in the decisive economic sec-

'tors. In today' s "'"to"rmlnology, again, this llloans ~tL~.1':'.ill~ ot iU-' 
" ~ustry and !!..Q..;:!9..Fgc~. ~. 

';" The concepts of IIbourgc01s-democratic revolution" and "socialist .... 
; revolution" are cloa!'ly iioPPosites.'i But life permits 110 such easy di~ 
chotomies. The Huss1an Revolution vtaS mani1'estly a ,soci~~ revo.." :',' 
lution; and yet the first act of the t)ovict government was .:tc?' ~aQ.lish 

. ',,'. private pr02erty, .Ql! !h .. ~ 1..§tnd, by dividing tho ~:rcat feudal estates among 
the peasants.. 

";.' ., 

'1'he Russian Mensheviks and Social-Doli1ocrats throuGhout the world 
covered thei!' bctr:1yal of sociali sm \'Ti tl1 the arGument that a iI socialist 
revolution" 1s permiHsiblc only after tll0 Ilboul"geois-dcmocratio revo­
lution" is completely accomplishod, and so Russia should have romained 

~ capitalist. But for Marxists the ~elationship of opposj.t;os is not ~ ... 
.9,ue~l!!, but In..ter'Jcnqtrating. 

Tho Marxist analysis of the relationship of capitalist and social­
ist revolutions 1n the moder'n wOl"ld Was fh"st 3uggos"i;ed by IVial:>x1n ref­

. erence to the Gel:'man revolution of lOL~8, and then in this century vms 
fully developed by Leon 'l'rotsky. 'rhat analysis is called liTho Theory 
of Permanent Revolution • .!' 

A~ oxpressed by Mal"x and Trotsky, the If'£heory of' Pel"manent havo .. 
lution ll can be sunu:,1ar1~~od in these, terms: 

The countries which begin their economic development after the 
ini tial flourishing of capi tali Sr.l in ~/e storn l:!;uropo do so ui1Cfer radi­
cally different conditions than their predecessors. In these countries 
the bourgooi sic is tlUch weaker than it was in iks"tcrn ~urope, because 
it is at a vast competitive disndvJ.ntage El.Gilj,llr.t tl1e capitalists of the 
advanced countries, a disadvanta~~c inul tipliccl by l'ol"'ei~?;l1. political rule 
in. the case of direct colonies. At the same time, tho proletariat is 
much stl"onger than its 17th and 18th century f'ol"obcars, . for the simple 
reason that is is based on modern, large .. scalc industry, to tho extent 
that industry exists at all. 

.. Tho class stl'uG~~l0 betW:3cn prolot,1riat and boul'zeoj~3ie e;ds"ted in 
embryo even in the ;!;n.?;lish revolu'Gion, and played a significant role in 
the Great }t'rench Revolution. But in m'Jdcrn times its inmortnncc is so 
much greater that for tho bOUl"300isie the decisivo political cnlotion is 
fear of tho \{Iorking cla.ss. ~IIor~ov(')l', oconomically, tho bourgeoisie of 
a backward country is most intimately linked both to the old landorming 
class nnd to tho foreiG;n colonial power. }ilor these reasons the bourg-

'l. 



~~' :~:i~'s parties ar:' 1nca;~bl" ~ !La.r.rxinl!i lhI:.Qun;h !l!£ ~J.lCQl.S-
I 

democrs'tt.c:.. !.evol,}l_t..!..2!1. '::5 
. ~(. But the fight against the landlords and the tyranny is a matter of i ~1. supl"0me importance fOl' the whole people, a.nd pal.,ticularly the peasants 
I ~i and Workors! 'rhe peasantry, because of its dispersion and backwardness, 
i cannot lead this struggle. Only tho ·\'Iorkin;~class in the urban centers 
I can carry it thl'OU3h to victory_ At the same time the le~ding role of 
! thepj,"olotariat in the struggle for IIbourgeois .. clemocratic II flleasures is 
I combined with a struggle for its own class int~rests against its own 

I 
"class 'onomy, !,.h'? E.?-t:tvo, ,b,ourgeoi ~'l. Tho conquo st 01' political power 

by ,tho working, class is simul·taneously the cUlmination of tho ilbOU1".::;cois 
! -democratic li struggle and the decisive act in the class conflict be-

. tween capitalists and workers. Onco in pm/er the pr'oletariat proceeds 
lito wrest by d03rees, all capital from the hands of tbe bourg:.;olsie."~~ 
-It does this not merely in its own obvious class interest, but also bo­

.:. cause in today's viorld fast economic developmont is pOBsiblo only on 
'., the ,basis of nationalization and economic plannins_ 

j- Thus the ilbour~eois-democratic II revo~ution grows quickly and con-
~tinuously into the I socialist revolution. I' It is a porman::nt revo-
~ ... lution in the full sonse of the vlord, ul1j.ntcrrupted by any p·eriod of 

~
. capitalist rule. It 1s permanent above all in the scnso th~t the suc­
.. cessot a. soci~1.ist. revolution in a bnckwal~d country, lacking tho ma ... 
. ' jor technical, material, and cul tur:)'l pr'oduct1 vo forco s required for 
, the establiohmont of socialism, can bo s0cured only throu~~h 'Ghe exten ... 
~ ~ of the rcvolutionun.1.'ntorr·\,1.ptodly until it trh.1.mph.s also in the 
~. advanced capitCllist countries. As long as it remains isola.ted in a hos­
l ·t1locapitalist World, a socialist revolution 1n a backv/ard country is r prey to the t"\.'o perils of counter .. rcvolu'l:iion and internal degenera.tion. 
~;,.. 

~ ~. ~.BE.si~ ~ Qh.ill£...'li Revo.ltL~ 
~. Such, in its mClin line s, is the Theory of Permr:l.nont Revolution. 
~' Like· any scien t11'io theory it sooks to :r.-rcaict and to e:;~plain tho fucts 
r of the material world, and its validity is testod by its succoss or 
~. failure in pr0d1cting and oxplainin3thoso facts. To VI~la.t c;;~tent has . 

this thCtory been confirmed by the facts of history? 
~~. 
~ On the basis of tho period bdtwcen tho two world wars it is possi-
k ble· to claim a complote confirma.tion of the Theo!'y of Permanent Revo-
t lution. In those years tho backv/ard countries expel"ionced tuo great 
i rovolutions: the Russial"l revolution begun in 19l7, and tho Chinese rev .. 
~. olution begun in 1925. 
~. 

-;. 
The first, of' courso, Vias a "success, ,I the second a. "failure. iI 

'. However in both the 'l'heory of Fermanent Revolution was tested, not in an 
acadomic 'No.y, but .9J! ~~ £.~tr~.1 l:..0JJ.ticnl ~i sp~ y.ri thin tI:!.q, Vlor!clng". 

. cla!!!! ElC?.Y.£r:l£.rrt. 'rhe spIlt betvII30n Bol:·.;hovi 8m aL'!d Uensh·)vi 3m in the 
f. Russian Revolution, carl"iod torViard as the conflict botween ilTrotsk;1-
;, ism ll and IIStaliniSlll, il center0d on this pOint. TIle predictions basod 
} on different theorios turned into tho most viol0ntly clnshinG political 

programs: !!,.OrkLllli .~l.a~ E.'!.!.£ vs. ~:.:~.~~_~i~~ r·ul.S_ 

f Let us examine briofly both of' thoso revolutionD_ In thc Russian 
:; Rovolu~ion the r:!cnflhcvjJcs, on th0 basis of tho theory that Russia. had 
~ to go ~hrough a capita.list stRge, supported and particiuatod in tho 
~. capitalist Provisional Govermn0nt of KCl"onsky and Miliu).:ov. 11'l1e 001 ... ,; 

* Conununist !'iIanifcsto 



'}i'ajheVilts, 'on the othcir ha.iid, basing thcr~lSbl\rcs''''oi1'''t1i''6 -Theory of ';"ierf1a~"r;' ;., 
nqnt Revolution, (though not without subst.:mtial inturnal ribht .. wing:~ 
rosistance,) fot~ght to establis~1 tho proletarian dictatorship under the, ,1. 
,logan of IIAII Power to the SovJ.etSt" The debate VJ.3,S decided by the;1 
.J.rguments of armed insurrection nnd civil 'dar: backward Russia (lstab- j ," lishcd 'ilorkers powor and began to move to\'/lrd socialism. J 

The Russian Revolution, houcvcr, did not Gnd vii th th0 clol.'oat of 
, the\'IJ:l,ite Guards and Monsheviks in tho Civil Will'. According to the 

" ,,': ,Thoory of llel"manont Rovolution the success of the prolotariun l'ovolu­
tioncould not be durably established in a sin~lo bo.cla!ard country but 

" ,:roqu!red tho c;.~~cnsion 01' the revolution to advanced cc.pit::,.list coun-' 
,tries. ' Into.ct the capitalist powers v/ere tl1reatel1iJd by rovolutionary 
Dlovemcntsatrong enough tOlJrevent t.hem 1':r-om militarily dostroying the 

, . infant Russian Revolution. But if theso revolutions and throats of 
'revolution were powerful enough to savo the Russian Revolution from 
',ulilitary dofE:lat they wore nO\"Jho~e successful in overthro\dng the cap!­
tfllist state • 

. ,'~:..~.>.~ k ,. . " . .'.- , 

, 'i., '~" The consequ011C0 of Jlihe isolation of the Russian Revolution WaS its 
,'; '" ,internal ,clegcn~ti.'2n. Stalin,. repudintin::; the Theory of Permanent' Rov- . 

, olution, cla.imod to osto.blish "Socialism in a Sin~lo Country. II '~/hat he 
'. ac~ually established and w1-lat endur'us in essence today in tho U.::;~cl.R. 

,':'·!,s'llb1.1.reaucre:l;ic despotism which lnU:.. ... dEH .. ed most of the old Bolshevik 
"~leadorship; placed the Russian worl::el'S uncleI' a totalito.:r>ian yoke, and 
,.,' exte:rnally~ adopted a Menahevik 1)011ey of class collaboration with '. 
-: t. '. ~ , .a; 

'-';,.. .,capitalism. . . '. 
-. :.... .\~ 

iI , ~ 

.f'>. 'J, Thu,s both the Victory and tho subeequont political degeneration of' 
:, --,:the RussillnRc'lolutioll are in accol."danco \,/i tIl th.e predictions deriving '. {, . 
. 'i . ~rom ,the Il'heol,] of tho PormuI,lcnt nevolution. :"1J · 

("::";;: The' Chine so Revolution of' 1925 vias the second Groat test. It taodO ... k'", .•.. '.:;:',·., • 
. ,,;..'plo.co nt n ~ilne when the' degenc:r>ationof tho Soviot Union was vlell 

vancod, and tho Oommunist International had como under the contl"ol of ..... -: 
"', -'S.tal+n. . "1 
j ;,'. ,'li 

"" ..-' The immodic.tc goals of the Chinese Rcvolu'liion wel"'C the IIbourg00is... ,~ 
. ,democratic" aims of national unity, expulsion 0: the 1mpcl"5.a.list pOV/0rs, '1 
"o.rid lund reform. In its first sta3e, leadership was tilkon by a cap1-; 
tal~stparty, tho ICuo-Min .. Tang, hoaded by Chiang Kai .. 8hol~.J 

~1 

Whatwo.s to be the role of tho C111ne80 Communists in relation to <~ 
this' capitalist loadorohip? According to tho llIonshovik theory they :j 

,~. shouldgivo complete support to Chi.lng Kai .. Shek and 11Clp him to carry .,1 
"c;>ut a capitalist revolution. This in facti 'o'/as the policy imposed by ';i 

" ',Stalin On the Ciiincse Communists: They wepe told to ce~sc all il1de~Jen.. ,~ 
" den~ polij;ical activity, to entor tho Kuo-lvIin .. Tang and accept its pro-'1 
~~, §ram,ancf to support, Chiang Kai-Shok to WhOlil St~lin gave tho status ot, 
.- 'Bymp~~hizins mombo r" in the COlnli11.mi stInt E,) rna t ~ onal. :~ 

:1 .' ·';.,';';<L:,,' .' '1 
···.}:The,Trotskyist i'Left Opposition,iI baaing itself on the Theory of i~ 

.. ,' Perma,.pent ReVolution, completely raj eotod thi s analysis and policy. The .', 
,:,.). O.p.PO.s~ti.on contended that Chiang Kai-t)hek \'Iould ~iB:1t t'.10 it;Iperi:l.lists j 

.' ,', ~l,ld\,Y,arlordS only as long as tho Chine S0 cap! tall at clas s dl.d not feel . 
;\:Dlen::l~~~.~ by &. real revolution: but that the devolopment of' the rovo.. 1 

>.,:;:~:.~\1t~o~; woU~d quickly load him to tUl"n hi s guns on the WOl:'i~Ol~S and poas-)1 
;.;~<~p"","~i::Thc Chinese Capita.lists could neV01" carl"y throu;3h a r0voJ.utten, ",j 
,;;~' . "'·~;;~';ca.pitalist·' one: only the wOl'king class and its pa:r .. ty aoting] 

,0,' 'hi'" .,': j', ... .. __ •• __ .• ____ '~,~,.~,:,:L':;;"~j 
------~-- - - --_ .. _._--"----- - _. ~ 
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" independently could lead the vast mass of poor pcasunts in a revolution " 
" vlhose principal aim had to be a complote overturn of agral"ian propel"ty",,' 

" c. relQ.t1ons. Consequently the Opposition called on tho Chinese C.P. to <; r pres6rve its completo independence 1'ronl tho Kuo-Uin-Tul1g and to op~ose'" 
. Ohi.a.ns Kai .. She1e for leadel"ship of the revolution by actually carrYl.ng /' 

( 

.; tllr~u3h the agral"ian revolution. 7 . ' 
. ",' Stalin's policy" of courso,-prevailed: and its consequences were, 
speedy and disastrous. In April 1927 Chiang Kai-Shele massacl"ofl, tho 
\~:orkol's or Shanghai nho had been deceived by dtalin into wolcom::i.ng him J 

as a liberator. The Chinese revolution received a terrible sotbiclc' 
l1hich vias to bo paid for by two doca.des of civil war;,and thol"osponst-. 
;:b~lity 1'01" the disaster belongs to the Stalinist leadership which .. dis-, 
~nrmod tho Chinese workers. 

~ 
" ~ .~. 

.... .' Thus,t as the success of the Russi.an revolution providod ifpositive li 

J,,'·'proo:C of tho Theory of Permanent Revoluti~n" the failure of the Chine se 
.' !;,: rev9lution was oqually strong proof in a "negative lt wa.y. Both domon~ . 
• ~~.i; stratad the COl..lntol"'-revolutional"y natut·o of -tho national bourgeo:1,sie 11) 
·;'·a. backward countl"y .. both showed tho necessity for an independent and" 

> . leading 1'010 of tho Ylorl~ingclass and its party. 

...... !h~ ColC!:'1.!.~l .~2J!~9.ll!.t.t9n :to.do.I 
·t ' .. ,,,~, '.> 

.'~ 

, .' 
"-

, But if hist.:>rical e1~perionco un to the second Vorld 'iJardemonstrat-
· ed, that the historic tasks of tho Iibourgoois-del11ocratic revo:!'u';;ion"' ':·~t 
· could be fully accomplished only undel~ t~~o he3oi',10hy of thu proletariat:" 
· i.n tho course of' 0. l'ovolutj.on 1"111c11 movQu unintel'1'uptodly on to the ac~ 

<: '. cotnplishment or .. ~c~alist. taslcsJ; a. !'.lujo'r' Cluestion is l·a.ised by tho QX- <' 
.: j. parienco of the past 15 yeurs. Th.c entire colonial \701'1c1, fro!:! India .. " 

"" ..... to the Ivory Coast, has gained its inclepcn(;.ol1cO, nl~ny of the new' na.tion ... 
alist governID(mts have adopted extremely jile.ftist" Pl"031"ams, and some" 
havo oven co.1"rio9. th1"ough V01"y ~meeping econom:tc roforms - all \"/ithout:, 
anything re sembling 0. .Eol.£:t.¥'.1.ill1 ~1.'.:!i.to13.;·' 

Tho challenge presented to tho Theory of Permanent Hevolution is" 
sharp and clear: if tho vital goals of the colonial rovolution have in 
ract been accomplinhod under bou1'«30oi's leadership then it follows that 

· capitalimn still has a progressive role to pla.y in these countries and, 
the Stalinists arc right to support "progrcssive il bour,3eois national- , 
1sts like Nasser, Sookarno, li'erhut Abbas et 0.10 ; 

. Obviously noi ther tho impori·:tlist nor the colonial countries are 
the "samo il in'1961 as in 19276 The essential te;Jt of a scientifiC the-
ory is not the complote and litera,l con.f'orm:i:ty of l"'eality to the theory 
(such conformity is, in fact, virtually impossj.blo) but tho SUCCGSS ot . 
the theory in predicting the £'~_f?i~t~ a.SiJElC'tS·ol'-the re:tlity: the innol:" , 
nature of the process, its moving ilnd conflicting forces, its limits. ·i', 

'!' ". ' 

What are, in today's world, these i'essential aspects?\! The IICO" • 
lomal \'IOrld, II in vital respects seems to sl'loW far mOl~e diversity than', ' , 

· unity. Take tho probler,l of "12n.,g !9_~<?F.l:!' II for example: in many coun­
tries, such ~s India, China, tho !·:}iddl.) Eo.st, f..10St of South America" the , 
problem is or W3.S one of ox~rorrin.t:i.p:J nativo ilsomi .. feudal il landlords 
and usurers. In many African coul1t~ics" whoro tribel forms of social 
org,:aliz.atio~ pl"evail) tho peasants dlroady ilOli!'l" the land, a!~d so the 
probiem s~a.~:'ccly exists. In othOl" Qountri'3s (l{orth, A:el~ica, ll.onya, Qen­
trnl iAme~"~ca) the baht lands have boon taken by !or(;ir~l1 settlers or. • 
co!'~drat~ons" and it is the se Vlho must be eXpropriated. ~for:::over theso 



to 
&itUPt:to~s"c.:t'c seldom "pure, i' but usually c;.;,lnt in combinution llith otlch' 

fJ.',;'i ()·th(:~ ~?itl1~n a. sinal~ cot1ntrj. _ ~".; 
,.. . r· i . , . -

,', ) , N(fV6l"th~less despite th~~ ~G vast differ011Ce 8, the undc::.'lyin.:.; )ll"'ob .... ,'-: 
n lQ, ,~ tlt~ '!£L1llQ for c.ll those countrie~; 1£ J..~~1:.£E...s..Q. !':-:.I2.~lJ.;.,'( .• s.:~!,icul·· . 

t' o.~'p. toC!~L.i'!.i...il' ,i2. l'u.i=>C? .!:l~P. i~)lnot0.,-;;:;'Clt.1'!.l?-.l.~:lr._~4)';' g,~lsl .~..f~ _ 
'y.. co. ~'","l~~ ~nRan;tl"~. ":" ", ' .. ' 
( ' •. : ',(:,,4';' . . , ",' .;. r t,t( 

::::- • 'hI." ~~ln,. ~:t(;r_~~ of 1In£i\g213.~ i!2§~.I!.PJl~.~$1t tho pi~tu}'c 'is sin~lt'\l"~.~ 
1¥~; .1, b~l{IvJar<1 Couutr:"'C'lfJ hud the \7J.de st di VOfsi toy of pOll t~crJ,l f01"1118: di .... ·:". 

' •• r I roqt ( olpnies, difJ~uisod coloplcn (tho "Ihnanc. Ropublie,s"I,,') p~rtial "b" 

", ·~.'colon (IS (China,) !l.nu. sovereign st~,tos (most of ::)outll Alucr.J.ca.) But fOl~l'" 
:o).lJ;.tho problom i$ tho same: to .9..~~lQ),f.shi);he pas:L~.:f..~,~~l_<! al\c! :'.,:. 

ahtonclmous oconomic dcveJ ()l;mont. 1·'" " ',,' ,.<,·t) 
,~ ~.-:-~- -~,;--- ----... --., .' \f~ 

<flThU'~ VIC h:l't10 tho essc~ltial c)'it.cria. by which th'1 cchonlo.i rovo~' ' . 
:a. .;,tf~. lutio)loftoday is' to be judc;od. ~'ho vnlid~tJ of t~li~ Thoory of l:'0r~i' 
:v: . nont Revolution' stands or falls 011 the ansnc.r to tho que: stion: Arc ~ I' '< 

:.'';[' . ~_hS.~ !.ur~di:ul1~mt·l1 ~l~ i<? E_~ .e.£.co.m}~lA!!h9..cl .b;[ .tJl2. pntL2.~-:1 .90u l'iOOj, §i.9..l"l) 
.... ' or do '1ihl1~. 'l:2Suirc \'lorJ\'iIl&s.J:p ss rule? .' !~. ..,.,. "", 
.}~ ........ --. ~ _......... -- --....... -.... ~.'I\"" -. '~~' ' ~ .. 

, ':1."",,/. " • 
Chiy..!!.!E.. ·IrAip. . j"'~ 
/' ., '. , f~.'l' '. ' '\ :~', /~, ~C,' r1JI~';1.l, 

," ,...~ . 

. A first response to this question is SU330ste~ by Q. q,.ompl1'J"iso~. bo" , '" 
.;::~ . tv/oen the tr~o cl~nt3 of tho colonial \Jol'ld, Ch1!l~ and lndj,;a.' tndia:~;'" ~ I 

·~.":~aincd its' :1Jn~t3pondonco under ,tilO lcadcPslllp 0:1 t.ho ~apf£~l~st~ Cpngrott$,/,j 
Party Or Ghdndi nn~ l'10]Tl~U, .. tf1(.l tho ConGress has rclM,lnod,.!'i·rtI}l1>1p'·o9n .... ;i : 
trol~' , i 

,. ~, :. ·1 
I 

Tho victori of the Chinonc Hev61utior~, on th(; othcrh~nd,wfi. 'the ,,;,;-1 
ot1..tCOll1C of a; 20 year long civil r'<l1" ,,!hlch l)(,;ga:l \'ihcn, aftor tb,,' 192T~,. "fl 
v~.ctory of Cpin.ng K.:t1.-Shok, tho Connin:-nist Pnr:L¥ D.b:.l.lldop,:)d the titlol' i,,~ ,; 1 
nnd. (; 3ta~li shod 0. ponsc.nt- basan "SOVl.ot Repub.L1C" e ,;'After the &oc'onJ' '~j 
tJo:c"'..d \'/ar thb .o} em3ntnJ. i'orqe of tho pons.:mt r(;volntion l}i"Qvqd.V1"~r: :; . .J.sr'·}~ .• ::! 
st.rongerth3.:h the orrort-s, of Stalin and Trunm.n to iml)OSJ n. ,-coili"t!.\f:Ui:

i
·.·: :t".;.,. i 

· ~O'V<Jl'l1!l10nt on Chjan<-; l~:d-dhck and Mao 1'se-ri'un[;. Ch:t.J.ng bad nO' eh61' ,"'~., r" 
put. to dost.roy' tho poasanJ.; tnovemcqt, and tho Chinose C.P~, de.$;Pit6 tp'l' \ 

· Stallpist st'fupturc and idcol0.3Y, hi..ld no cholco but to truro leadv.-r,ship :U:1 
of tho ro,volution. ' , ,;: t,~ 

~hc triufftnh of the: pC~tsant armic n Jod,' nut to th~ ~o\olth Qf, C':lNi~jf~:; 
,tal~mj but to" economic devuJ.opmcnt b::tsed on viptuull~' comploto'hhtt~'1;,~i; 
, p,li,zo.tlon of industry und economic.: plann:tng e Thus, dospito t~)') cxtr.6tno i' 

. doformations lmpo ~()cl by it (3 Stnlini Rt lO:ldcl'sl'::ip, t~lC Chino so X'e,vo.l~:? ,. ;a;: 
)~' . tion.'~.as developed in accordance with tho Thcol':l of Por'mancnt J~o1l61}l-·:~\ .•. X 

· tion- it has unintorI'uptcclly moved forr.'ard on 0. ~ociv...l.!!.~ lil'lo of QO':":"· 
,volf~ont. . . , ':, , ~,' 

:.1' ~ -";". '7~o gcnoI'3.l cont'l"O,sts botr:ucn Ch~!lJ. 3.rl(:l ,India h~vo b09n'\i.ra\':n.ortoi)~ 
enou.:;h: On tho point s of th8oroticcLl l.ntel'o st th0y load to unambiguous .,?~.­
conclu~:tQnz. In IO(:ia, 13 Y8ars aft 01-' indopondenco, , land, reform has. " ,.~? 

. sca:rc91t bcs'Un .. in China :l m/oeping and cOf.1plcto 0xpro)riation of th() <,£,~ 
\' ':~ "landlot''''l~ n.nd uzur01'Z WOoS tht..: first act of tho revolution,'In India .~ ~'f' 

P. "tl19~,uJ.~Jlral condit:i,ons of the poasa.ntry ha.v':} sc.:~rc(;ly boon \;ouched" "t a~, 

, 
I 

a~i~th.:btlr.1l production has bnrcly,nlc..jntniri0d t.hcp~cc of population, ,,:-', 
c:rp"'\h~: ~??-he prO~lvl';1S of Chino.,oritho othol' hand, arc thoscilllpOSCU. :by"~ 
th~"~1..l2!5\1:t~.Y (lfthc cult;.u.l'8.1 nnd economic trunr;for::1ation of t.he peuso.n .. j 

\"'.' 1;rrf;·,;d .. j~p1:'fO' bur-caucT'atic adV01'lturislll, Chinos0 agricultu''''o hC::l dovor<T.~~ 
.. 1 od !1nd 1'8- dovolQP1.nS';' f.:tr fast(;l' than Indian.' • 
"Ii': ',. 

";., . ~ 
__ "_""~"If"~, .. ,,, .. -•• ", 

" 



In 1ndustl"Y tho contra.st :l:l uni vOl~sa.lly ndm:t ttod aml p(:rf::;ctlydo~' 
i'ini t3.ve; starJi,jinG i'rolll U lovol, even 10\,/.:;r than India. f s, Chine\. in a ltJ 
docade, bocamo n m~jo~ industrial power: and this induDtri31 dovelop-
rncnt \UlS ma.inly finllllcod by China t s intorno.l ro 30urC(.1 D. 1.tonl1v/h1.lo In .. 
dian inc1ustrl.ll dcv111opmollt hus been virtually stagnant; '\,;\:0 II fi ve yeur 
plahsij were generally fa.ilurcs, despite vory groat U.S. und British e­
conomio a1.d. The l.L'hird lndinl1 Five YO(1.:t" Plan, beginning this yourt 1"'0 .. 
quiro s fOj:'ci(3n aid of SOine ~; 6} billion; if thi f:l aid 1, D not fOl .. thcoming, 
oven tho modost objcct:l,vos of this plan \'1111 provo impossible, :8\'lt if 
tho, monoy ~ obtained frolll tha \/ost, what \-:ill be its pl"ioc? 

. , 

And here, on tho crucial point ot' national independenc~ is anot!101. ... 
glul"ing contl"o.st: despite unquost10na.blo J)o.Jj.t.5..c.~l. in,dependonce, Indio. 
has in no nn.y become .oc.Qll.Q.rqi .. ctulli indepondent of the ./0 stern imperial ... 
1st j')oVlors. Not only have foreign invostmonts in the I11dlan economy 
not beon touched,· but tho nood for foroi3n aid oan only incro~se this 
ocollonlic dopendence. ,If 

Compari son \':i th China shows clo:,\r1y tho innbili ty of the lndian 
boul'Jooisie to solvo tho basic problolho of the .l>..Q..l.!~\s'<l.+A ,?::£,y'Q.;J.qtio.ll. 
Confirmation of tho ossence or tho 'rhoory ot i .... ol.'mancnt Hcvolution in 
thls.vitnl soctor or tho colonia.l revOlution is n fa.ct of prime impor .. 
tancol 

, :rhe. &,ignif1canc,e P.t. kan.<a l!9-fol"m 

But tho contrast ot Indio. nnd Chin~~, for ~ll itn vitnl signifi­
cance, is only one part of a tlluch wider :. ... c~llity. iJ:lrtt mot'c goneral 
lessons can be drawn from tho 0010niF.'.* Hovo;Lution, po.rtict1lul"ly in re­
spect to the c:ritorill or "lund reform' und Iination:ll independence and 
unity?" 

e. , <.,,' 

{\ .. 
The first thine th3.t must be understood, in any gOlloral discU3SiOllt::f',', 

01' land reror'm, is that, ..tn 1..t!ill, tIle distribution of land 0\'mor3hipf·.~r?~{;; 
among tho peasantry is .tho !ll2..§i !!lc2.fLer,t1,t .. 't lillSl e,f'l,8::ll1t.i<1;1.1.x. ,~...o.pi t .. ~l.i s.t. p.f ' 
r.et:o,!:l11;~. Tho domin::.nco o.r---capitalist Vrivo.tc pr'operty all t110. l~msI is 
the esso::mtin.l, :lnd uni vOl"sally roceci1uZod, basin fOl" capi t~tli st II socio.l 

~. 
[ 

stab!li ty" a.nd pl"i vate o<.'..pi tal accumUlation. .~~~~;( 
,.? ., . 
i' 

The "desirability" of land l"oforn) is ono thing .. : its "p1":\cticnbil-.. ! 

1t:J'lf is something olse again, !t'Ol" tao ruling cl:1.SS in [l. b:lckward ',; 
country, Whose main clomcn'~ is prccidoly the J.~1.ndovll1')rs, lund l"ofl)l"m " 

l 

1s "practical" only if thCl landownor-a ,cnn cOUl;t'·orll}l:,i£:~nt-c..sS MX~lle..!ll ;,",iii 
tor at loa.st tho t'ull vn.lue oi' their prOpCl'tYb But. \/h01'e is the cash 
fol' full componsa.tiol1 to come f'rom? 

~ 
~ In a small country able to c'111 on substantial fOl'oign aid this 1s 
l' not an insuporc.blo obstaclo: thus Tunisio. \13.S c.ble to persua.de Frnnce ' 
l to advance the funds n0ccss~ry to compons:t.te the 1m'Go la.ndol'll1crs, pre-
\' dominantly French citizens. Almont univers.J.11y hm'/Qv0r, this path is 
f' closed, und so tho funds tilUst como f!'om internal SOU1"C~)S .. th.'lt iEl to 
~ say, oithor directly or indirectly ~rem tho pe~lsnntry its01f. 

t How is this to bo dono? Given s061::-..1 and economic stability, n 

,.i 

t ~ra.dua1 reform financed by medium ... to .. ~ong tel"m 10:1118 to the pea.sants 
~ would do tho job. But ::~oci,a.l; J3.ru! ,2.conb..!!l!.2., st,~hi1.i~x is 0x.1ctly whnt ~ 
i docs not and cannot ox:tot in the colonia.l \'.'ol"lcl todrl.yJ In Ruo31n. ,'j:" , 
i Pr1nco Stolypin's attempt at this 30rt of 0.31"o.1"io.n reform was wrccJ~ed" : t,7n ~~r and l'evolutionl .. in India .lichru l D projoots havo l'Omnillod still" ~ 



~·born; and. in most countrios today such 0. program is porfec'ely utopian. 
i .~. 1~ .( 

''.~\/\'''. ':~ \Vh:y? Beca.uso ni thout 11 socia.l stabili ty" i. 0., a guaranteo a.gainst 
.:.I( ..• t><\tw';}l'" \tr rOvolution" YThat retnson is therbe tO

l 
expoct p0us:>n'Go rebelling. f..' 

:' !:gQl~' 111Bh rent 0 to o.ccoI; ovon more urc 011 0 o ill 0 comp011s~1tion 1;o.y-
f .. znont~f 'i/ithout "ec-onomic 8t.:1bility," i.e., 0. [:,'Uo.l'1.nt0e against runnwny 
i,' ,1ntltttlon of tho so::."1:. thJ.t :'utin Amol~ica is ex:,:wl"'icncing ~1.t tIli s -:,' 
~'. tnOment"wha.t is tho vulu0 of 3. J.oo.n l"cp:1yo.blo in local cUl"'roncy'{ ']l;::!.or 
t .such conditions the only meD.ningful compcns:ttion to the Lmdowners is 
~. ·on tho term.s which wore dumnnded of the Cubun rovolution und l!hich Dl~. 
,.. 'Castro donounced before the U. N.: iI?ax '!:~G.ht, ~~, 1!! s.lol1q,!:§.1 .1lli.C!!!lEi-
r OVOX-: !.9. tnuy ~ .f.2l:. .Q.!£: 1El!..~. II 

~ .. ' . Not one colonio.l country can meet such terms: mOl"eOVC1'1 o.ny nttetnpt, 
f. ovon partio.1ly fin·'J.!lcod by for,?ign aid, to do so VJould c1eotroy any pos-l ~'. slb111ty of economic progl"ess. It \'Jould me~m nothinG less th~n diver-
f c," sion of tho scarc~ foroiG11 eXChange availCl.'ule from vi tnl proj cct so:;" 

oconotilic dovclopmont into rho pocket s of tho fOl"mor 12.ndlords Z 

: Thero rcmain only two ways in v/hich :t mo:mingf'ul o.grD.ri.:J.n roform 
~ • can be c3.rried out: 0i tho!" by " tot.:tli t1.1"i:;.n mili t:1rJ dicto.torship f. which effectively gua.l"~nt...:os II s~~::'bilitf.1I ~hrou~;h til,) sUPP1"ossion of the 
(, \'Iorkingcluss and poasantry. as ~n the 'Unltod Ar!lb Elepublicj II or olse 

r·.·. through direct expropl·io.tion of the lund by the urmod poaso.nt s, as in 
I, China and Cuba •. Of thoso vari.'lnts only tho fir:.:>t C;..1.11 be considered a. 
r possiblo ilcxcoptionil to the ThcOl"Y ot Pormuncnt Rovolutiol1,·.:tnd so fa.r 
t.· it exists in vory fe .... ; countrion N in most of tho b:'J.Ck .. !al"'d countries, in" 
• eluding tho most i1i11;ort:.mt, th.J past doc~do has .£9....nl:·:l:l1~ tho oxpocto.-
~" . tion that bour3oois r08imo!'..1 \"/ould b0 unablo to cu!'ry out tho essential 
, .. o.grclrin.n reforms. 
[ .. 
~ So fa.r this discussion has been on tho juridic.:tl lc;)vol, in terms 

of agraria.n l?pODort;z fOl~m20. But tho problem of tho :;,J;rarinn revolution 
~.< today only pf)';j:!.ns with tho quostion of pl'oporty. True, \"1i thont peasant 
! oVlnership of tho lund !!2. progress is possible. But in t.}10 modcr'l1 r:ol"ld 

r 

" 

a. merc tr~ns:rer of Pl'OPC1"ty riljht sis absolutely insufl'iclont to accom­
plish tho bo.sic hi storicul tasl:~ which we ha.ve statud: lito incroase ro.p-
1dly' a.3riculturnl productivity, to ralse tho tcclu10loE~icJ.l, cultural, 
and socio.l level of the pco.so.ntry. il .. 

Wha.t 0.1"0 the nocossary conditions for this procons? First of 0.11 
1t must be a. componont part of n. r:~!.lid im~ustrio.liz::\.tion r .. hich o.lone 
can provide tho pe~so.nt both tho i!~I~n"":rooTs ulld·-.fcl-:n~lizol"s he needs 
end tho hOUSGS D.nd consumel" Goods l~(,quil'ocl :i:'or 0. minimn.lly docent liv-
1ng standard, vlithout which eV0n toc:hnolo::~ic:tl pro,:~1"0SS is frustrated 

" by demor:llizn:tion i.l.nd inefficiency, (us tho Chl~Ol1ic a.':;l"iculturul crisis 
in the Soviet Union shoVis oven" :.'.nd ovor c..:;ain.) Socondly thoro must be 
D fundament:tl crnph::Hds on the economic n.nd soci:11 lfinl'r::l.structtu~eil - . 
ronds. electrification, irrigation, and abovo all schools o.nd hospitals. 
Finally, individual propl'ietorship must be tl>nnsccnc1od by more advunc-

, ed property forms permitting tho .fullest usc of moclCl"n aGricultUral 
I. teclmolo:;y: 2n~ such £.2::.0Rer~lli£ Pi."Opol'ty forms c:lnnot be itlli~..'? se~ on 

tho peasants rJ:l.thout lar.::;oly c1estroyin:; their vo.luo - they must rest on t the democratic a.ssont of tho poa.sants thomsclvo:J. 

E ~ Tho ma3nltudc of t:10S0 tasks is indico.tcd by tho difficulties and 
( disnstors which have bo sot Ch:i.na and the U ~ S. S. R. (But lot not tho 

caplt:ilist.s scoff .. for only tho countrios of the Sovi0t 1..>loc hctve even 
bo.G4.~ to t:l.cl:l0 tho problem.) Clo:1rly ac;riculturJ.l dovclopt:l')l1t, far 

• ~.:I,.,.. ,:- "_I ' .... 



,: 

from h.q~ng nynl)li.oznous fIlth 1:1~ .. :r~fOI"jl, r.OqlliI'OS a lnrtch dcctycl' <l.l:'1d 
(D"O':ldc_:~.Chan;~.('", fu:£ll !1t .!?£~ .. \ th<? most. t~Ol'ouGh l:md reform 113~wos, th(t 
~.)lonitll rovolu'.:.j0rt soriously incomplote;_ . . 

, ~. 

!h..q, ~hJ:dn~ 9i ~~~iQ.U·' 
.,~~";:"'f l::md l'Or"'~m is in tt:J(:~_i.': of ?uc:h 11nittod s1.gn1fbf~""')iOW';;·,. 

r.¥o.ht4/i.rc t~ ,thic tho ~nse for pqlltl.clll ),r!(.J,~p,endonc?'-. ~1~~ h1st.o~~~: . ':V::'" . 
impol"1)~ .. G 01 nntionnlisPl h.rln been to cro~\t() tnopO'll.ttQi'-,'n~t q~b~§>,;.\~ 
of so~ h3 an tho bq.po tOl' ccougtrl:\,O d<,yolClpr'i(mt II In. th(t: ar9at:boui'g .. f'~j':i 
coin rE;, GJ.utions thin hnd t\'!O insopar3.blc a.~:')ects: l.13.ll..Ql1E . .ll~Y.!!-~ ," t­

den<;..l,fl*~ !l.Q.ti,OlVJ.l, un!U. The ri~st wns :tnlltspon~a~:Lo to romovo the ii ... ·,' 
extcJ'llt:q:' ·.~a:·r'tor to d()v~lopmont; to ond G~cc~,al for~iGn pl'i vil?Gl:s, otl-: .. 

, ta.bli'4h; tCtl~J tf prot(')otion for n~tl vc indtu: tz'l.C 3. prOv,idc tho m~ltta1"1 . 
1'9r-eo;' t~ lP'I'Otcct foreIgn comm(;l'Cc. But oqually in.::1i:..~p(.:n3a.blo \·ILl.~ thQ' , 
ct~.struot~on of ~.lJl(ll~n.~l_~ b.trl':i.c: ... .J, of .. b~~o] ,)tc poli tic.ll di visiC'l~$~ the .. 
01t11. pf ,[\,11 thc~ 50 revolution:.> v:as to e:.;t~'.:o11 :3h ,c, .. ~"m~z:.~~Q.cl l?.ol.itJCo,l, ~ 
ovoXi"t~ tYidcst; pos3iblo arca., . '.~:,8, 

~ ;.; .... ~~~ the E~Gl:lsh rcvo1t1.tion Inc1ttdc(.~ : ___ he moa. t . r1.Go.rqlfS\-.t1:~t~mpt'! ~~V~· , 
suppr~~s tho n'1,tion~l idcnt.i ty of' Scotl:'.numd lrol:'mdj t'hbAmoric::!:n .' 
rcvolui:1iPtt, uftor gi v1.n~ bh'th' to I) ~\OVc:l'..;:i,~;n st:t.tqsi' ':lS t~ro'o~. to go " 
forw~l·~.,t.o: tho elim1nation of ~hi 5 $ovcr ... :t,:;nty by.£'. contrt!' .Go\tf~~l~fit; .. " • 
in tho ll~noh l'uvol~l,~ion tho f:I.CrCl)ct 1nt Jl'lVll eo~llc~ :\'1:.\8 b~~~)on,·. ' ' 
IIcE::ntr2..1i:~crs" :md ,II odor''1,list.s, i', ,~nd tho m:ljoJ:" histoJ":,c ::~riJ,G~"'l".~ 
Ja.coblni sm \'::1!J tho ilnpod tion on l'I',lnCC of thE) contr-'l11 zcd~Ov lont' 
whic~:bas eJ~iBted OV~T' ShlC-C:, r;.'llo 1?~l:io.n~ll:L31t of ~h,) uourg~o~,~/~cvo .. 
lut16ns \'Jas ~mythin~ but ,"l fp'l,SiilunL::..nB 1 orce!, . ': .' i:' ' 

.... ' .,. 'I 

1'Y. "," . . .;- . .1,:'" t:',~; .:, ... ~. 

, Now compar~: the relationship of nn,~t~r.v:!~_ ant t:£ and 1'..oJJJ1~~"~~ 
pcngo,!,!!,& in tho ooloninl "Jorl d of. touny. ~~g'~ tn, th0 cor~tl'a8;' (~~Ci. " 
Qnd India. i::; mo st 11l!mod:~.[ttcly z triking. ~'hc: vic tory of thq.",.<Oj»ncso· ,," 
rcvolu,tl,on "Jar: .W'4L4,.tiln3~uslx tho r0(; 8t~bJ:t slllncnt of Cl nn:t!ot1~"l:~:."fii ~ ~ 

, t1tnt'ha,c! been d:' ~ltroJcd in' tho prceodJn ~, COl.ltury ~ tllO ~~O\''.cr~ ¥-;t'-'.wntilt ,~, 
"l~r~s was ended; Chinese l~ul() ''las re .. ent~'.:)lu:h')d over l'14pe.htlX;th.1>;.RncJ~i .. ':_ 

.; bet; .only 'l1 Il i\!m, 1J':"Hkr thc tn:i,li t~n'Y Occ\lv~tion of U. S. im:pot'lnli*"l I 
. rem'lins unint'!,;r'at,:d in tr10 Chil103G n;ltion. Indl~, on t!l¢:.A~b.ol~ h~~, 

had nevor Icnowl1 the fra.gmentat:ton e;v.perienced, by China: ,uh~9r\.,erlt:~1f·L: 
I rul'~ tho Indian sub<!ontinol1t !'~"l~dn'~d ,":1ut i t h~d nl\/1.:l3 b(:en' 'qp<j:ef":' .,- '~' 

Hloou and r.ioGHl emperors: a. unified ccnnomlc \Jhole. ":.:)<...:. ' .' r' I' 

, ~~., Indicm "1ndepcndc]'Ico," th.m, wont in tho O,pl)O_~-Lt.Q di'r'eetion}'~r~ ,.{'. '} 
tth' 'Chine8e rovolution - the.; Bpi t:t, ~~~ ~cl:)::.j:11LJ t ~{~, 'N t th the nS80fit of -: .' 

, thG, Indian bOUi'scoisio, bl'oku l}.p Ul.J L!n;i !"j of' t.llO, ;,ll,',I('.ont.:i 11,)nti rt.llQ cs~· .' 
tablinhed the political 1'10WJt:r>0:;lty o,~ ".r,k:lst:m." Int':txld of a COD!"; .. 
sthtcti va un1f:rin{J rc'vol ution, Gb.'l:,(li ,1n 01. 'lclti tH:l if ':;::1\'0 Indi~ ,ono t~~/.,' 
th9 most bloody racip.l ~mcl l>u1i.~iolJ8 CO:1f'Uc t,s in histoT'J' ~nd div.J.c;)ed';-,,: ~ : 

, ~l< 9~nglQ countpy into two nrl:1-..\.i c "'..mp;-! 'J'1l,; b 1 ;;;i C O'1nkl'UptC¥ o£ tho lJ1p' '; .. 
,:. it"dtatl' bou;r6~~01 3io l'J'l8, vlGiblo. rj .';ht thOh:: for the b:1.Ublc3 01 pO~itlJA~;>, ,~ 
\' blttdpcndoncc it surrondorQd l.ts bil''chl'~ g~lt of }1::lt i.Q.l1::'ll ~nit~. . ::' " ., 

,~ , " ",,>Or' 4 w:~ 
'( L' »r 1,. !ls~whorc in tho .colon:t'dl rIOI'Ll th0 :Jioturo is np lOG' ~~'btlZ.~"~( .. :;: 
> .. ~M:ci of tho jet plo.ri~ tlncJf"~tomic cn(J:"~J ovon" the arc.lt cap"t.~l~~?C~i~~:~ 
.:,}", . " ,. 6n- stQ.te 5 aro ' Jfor~ectly obr,olote. V.33plto thc;n.slJlvos· ~~ :tatijo./,t 

pes., o.::lp1tnll::>t pow..,;rfi arc dri VuH tor,':1 rd 0COnJrnic 'lnd poll ttc~ Un1:- ,,;. 
.. .,." . 1(icn. D"~l)itc the pcrnicL:us U!COl'Y 01' "Soei'l.lism·ln 0. Si~gio' " ::"' . 

eo, 'ry'f the st'ttOfl of the Soviet blo(~ ~tr() cll'_H'n into' ov·':r olo~6r Ocon",,;.'1, 
omI'c) 1nt t;rclcpcnd,::nco 'lnd comlnon pl ':rJ.· ~ n:~ ~ D(:~'i~:t tr; it 3 j,!-:c~od1 bID chall->~ 
vln;,~1l\ tl\Q H.S. itsnlf j ~ tied by ,()lcl,~f'l. chains to the entlrp rost of .... ' 



f.~' And in tho yonr 1960 what hus b,Jcnlhtl.ppenrin~~ t,n tho colonhn1 VJorld? 
f"; .. \/0 find the' Belgian Congo tOl."n into at caRt ~~ inQcponclcnt states; 

the hugo nntion of lUgol."ia is grantud indopondonc0 0lnuscul~tGd by a 
fodort\lism which loavos almost Boveroi~~ powel" 1n tho h.'lnds of tho tri-
bnl ch1.ort~ilW of th\) ba.cl~wa.rd north; tho li'ron~h A:i.'ricf..1.:n empiro 1u Ui@ 
vidod into n dozen mini scule, but II indopondon'c ,I n.:rl;ionsj nnd in t~ho :L 
\Iostcrn lI'-lmisplwr'o nat.ion nfter na.tion bro::tl~s oi't tr'l<lo :md di;llolilO,ti . 
relations vlith r()yolution~l.l"Y Cuba v/h110 antiquu l"iV:1l1"ieo, lilw theE . 
undor-Peru border d1 spute, f1·:\1'o ::mow. 

'l'hoso curl"c:mt developmont s typify tho Gel101''~tl s1 tU::I.tion. i!.vcry .. 
Vlhero the nJ.tion~li st revolution havo beon unu"i:>lo to OVOl:'COlilO tllC fl'o..g­
ment:!tion inflJOsod by imporia.lism. The nn'tional boul"geoislo cvol"':'''"Iivhol'o 
in tho colonial Vlorld has demohstr.:l.tod its incapability of a.c.hieving 
pation:ll BniUt , 

This fa.ilure is the more striking in th!lt the ~ for unificl.tion 
~" has ovorY\,Thcrc beon l'ccognizcd by tho n.:ttion:tlist bourgeois lOD-dors 
~" . themselves. Tho' p::l.l"ndox is not a. nO\"J one: in South Ar.lcrica tl1G revo­
:::; lution aGainst Spani sh colonial rule V/a.S led by men inspired by the i­t: de:ll of contin<?ntn,l ll.nity. But instor..d of Bolivn.r's c;oul of a. United 

Sta.tes of South America the l:'ovolution ~bOl'tod in n. congol""io s of sOVGr­
t/oign states, o~lch mi~ed in its own 3cm1-f~)ud:l.l 80cia.1 stl:'ucture and ec­

onomically isolatod from its nOighbol"s, doomed to subsol:'vionce toward 
British and North Amoric3n ilUpel"'i'l11cn, . 

, Even tho most Itndv'lnced" nn.t5.ol1n.l cr'.pit:tlist classos o.re follov/ing 
i the. pattern of tho South Amcricnn 1'Cliluro" not tho North Americ:l.n suc .. 
". coss, Whntpa.l't of tho \"lOrld is marc na.curnlly n unified nation than 

the Aro.b Middle East? Devoid of physic'11 r.md economic bo.l'riers, i'e po­
t sesseS 0. uniform languo.ge, religion, and ('.ulture and n tra.dition of 

2,000 yoo.rs ef politico.l unity. Hha.t Q m:.1.gni.t'icont poropcctivo ",ould 
be opened by tho combinJ.tion of tho oil 1;'1c1103 of Iron'l, Al~Qbi~, ::l.nd tho 

1. Persian Gul:f' with the industl:'iul a.nd Il.:;ricultur::tl po'Gontl· ... l of EU;ypt, 
Syria and L.:::banon (not to mention Israol!) And yet how tot.:-.llJ· has ev .. 
ory nttempt to unite the Middlo East r'1~lcdl 

As we rOlnurked earlier, the Egyptinn l:'oYolution is pCl"h~.pr: tho 
most" successful" ::md fn1'-rea.chin3 oi' contempol"·:11'Y bOU1"goois-lod 11ation .. 
0'11st revolutions •. Nevertheless, faced vith the crucinl t~sk of o.chiev­
ing Arab unity, Nusser's lo~dort.hip rovu:1.ls itself us fUlldulilentally 'in­
adoquate. 

As its name indicatos" the union of ECSY.l)t und 8;"1'ia in tho "United 
Arab Republic" \'Jns an attempt tow~l.rd Gener,-'..l Al':lb un:t ty: ·t.his attcmrJt, 
hQl,1evor, has led to a. de~d end. Tho for'mo.tion of' tho u •. ~.n. ViaS pre­
Cipitated by tho development of a \"Jorkinscl~ss rcvolutioll'1ry movement 
in Syrio. ... the thrc:>..t of soci~l revolution throw thu SY1'i:'l.n bourgeoisio 
proc1p1tously into the arms of Nassor. 

The immedia.te consuquonco of tho union V/8,S, in f.:tct" th0 crushing 
of the Syrian labor movement" tho outl~lr;in[;; and pcrGecution of the C.P. 
nnd othor indopendont leftist groupsv But at the s~m0 time the Syrian 
bourgeoisio found itself subjugated by 1!:e;yptinn capit::l.lisnl and suf.foring 

l 'orious lossos therby,~since tho Syrian ~nd EGyptian ocolwmi0s, both 
.Lacking Oil, are not s",rongly comploment:1I'Y. 'l'hus de spi to the cOllnloto 

. P?liticnl c.ssimila·Gion of Syri:1. into the Egypt:lan dict:l.tor·ship" th.) ba­
~Sl.s of the U.A.R. itself romains .frcgilo unO. subject to cont'lnl.lal 
~strains threatcning its dissolution! 

~ii·.·. ". 
• q 
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t',"~,\I" Moanwhile tho' experience of Syria. h:l.S h~.d lts poli tic:ll offoct on!; , :'" 
tIlo Arab \'/orld. ,·dharo an independent lo.iJor mov,)tnvnt o;:i st 3 iJ~ novI ' 
knows tho.t it could not survive under Nlls~~crls l'ulo. Abovo 0.11 thQ@ 

t ( 'Arab'ruling cle.sDos, p:lrticulnrly those ill possession of oil, nro p ~ 
f on gUt:l.l'd aga.inst tho consoquencos of too-closa -tioo to Bgypt. Conso 
~ quolltly v/han NU1"i Si.1.id \V 0. S ovol'thro\'1ll in IT't\q the nC·II] l'OvoJ.u-t;ion~ry 

government of ICf.'..3SCm, lnste2..d of mov.i.l1g toyulrd unity ',/1 th th.J U. A. R., . 
wD.a1mpcllcd to v/ago :l. 1'iol'cO strue;g10 !l2ilLl'l!li N\\SSCl .... , Tho VOl'''', simi- , 
la.rlty of the "oourgcois-nntion:.llist military dict~\tol'shi:)3 in g;~ypt anq' 
Iraq, becomos II powerful sourco of: COllflict \"/i thin the Ar:\"6 \iorld. 

" 

Endless ,othel" ox~mples of tho "b:1.llco.nizo.tion" of' tho coloni:.'..l \'Iorle: 
could be round.. suffice 1 t to ci to only thc ironic Cc.so of L. S. ~%:lzhor·" 
who,once spolc0 louda at 1n wa.rning n.G~1nsJ~ II tho bo.ll;:~.ni Zt'.tion. of Ai'r1cO"i',_, 
~nd l'1ho Inst yonI' W:l,S tb.e pt'imo movor in do stroying tho i·;{::l.li 11'odorJ.tio~l, 

.,' ;.\.: 
"t"')(: .;: 

~'. \fuat is tho brlsic cause of thio contl"~dictory plJ.ttorn" tho OUCCGSS';t 
of the coloni:ll bourgeoisie in gaining politic':l illdopUj,ld.Cl1CO and its'?, 
failure to n.chiovo nnt10nnl unificatiion? To =m~\'Iur thia it is necosoart 
to start from nn undorst::mding of the UiiilS :l.nd po1icj.cs of tho impcr.. , '~. '" 
io.list powers in tlv.:Jir l'cl::'..tionship to t~_10 colonLtl norld. 

~ :,", < 

'> 

~, Tho imperiali at r~/lntienship io 0 s.3?ntin.lly and a.bovo 0.11 o.n ..Q.2£-"( I 

ft nomic one. The r\)lCltionehip of II colony" to "metropolis" is defined,' 
t, not by political forms, but by t~ho fact th:l.t thv i'orr,lc1" is ..9.££!12P!ico.J..1Z:,,"; 
~'!" E)xploit~d by the lnttor. Th~_s oxpl01t,:1:cion t2..kos thl"OO 1ilD.1n lorrna: , 
l tho colony sarve s aD a ~l~ .m;'·rl~, =u~ 0.. D.£.~ l..o.E. .2..:1!?.~-J~.:ltt~ i,nvo.s.t.' 
,~, and o.s :t pr~~~ £.£ !.J::::. lEEld.1.§.. Beoauso tho '.}ol'kers and peas-" 

~. nnts of: the colony C.:ln be forced to labor for the b::tl'ost subsi,stonco 
" wnge, the monopolistic position of the impcl"i,'llist pori 01" on~blos it to 
~' reap huge profits i'ronl n. minim!l.l invo stmont 0 , 

;> 

:;-. 

'Tho oxploitclt:i.on rests bo.sically on the enormous ~~'1:.:1 ~<?21st~c..nt,ly, 
grow,in,g, displ"oportion of economic strength bott-iOen the; :,\uv=.l.ncod C.:lpj,t.1.l .. 
1st state .:tnd tho backward colony. The function of colonial politica.l 
rulo (asido fx'om the spoils it offers. to a host of buro.l.ucr:t'Gs, cl"imin­
ala, soldiers, etc,,) is 12. 1?:t.:.SY...C..!1i any into~~ ~_~h ]hi..§. £9..2!!9~ 
,rolationshiEI whethar by a. l'i val impO'l'i\lli st po':;er or by social rovo- ' 
lution in tho oolony. 

The U.S. or course, nOVJr rosortecl on t1. largo sC1.l0 to direct co­
loni~llsm: confident in its v:ts't uconomic po\'!or i-ti \'1.:1.S alw2..y7con-t:0nt 
with an "open door" .:tnd regarded Europea.n colonial forms as bc.rriors to 
lli ~ imp0rin.list expansion. Tlla gO'll 01' thu ":mti-co10ni<1list ll U.S. 

t: for the ontil"a v/ol"ld has alv:::tys boan the reproduction ill Asia ~nd Arri-
co. of the e;dsting pc..ttorn l!l Lntin Americ~! And tOd.q tho old cl;lpires, 

» under tho pressure of the co10ni::1.1 rovolution" havc n.cceptud this pro-
i 
~ gra.m. 

, The essence of "neo-colonialisr.1" thuD is .Yl!£ ,5.t t,er.lpt l..~ .l?.0rDetuat~ 
, l~lperialist ££.'2..112ll!.t.£ e:;~ploit3.ti0!l througl1 n~ lli9_<1.r~r:f] iill<l ~ill.p.l.e ti0 -

IltlcJ.l forP13. These neH forms must be based. on t;i:1C "net/ elites, on t ~ coio'$l Z>-llll1ieOtiSie, bteciause 0r.-ly a. "Pf.0gl,>essive," "natiOll!llist" 
governmenll can lope 0 con'a 11 and channel the l'ovolutionc:.ry surge of 

; , the colonia.l masse ~h ;31"utal repro osion ,R;l ~ill is no 1011G€Jr a \701"k- ' 
~, 
" 



( 

able policy. @ 
( , What, in the neo ... colonialist view, is to hold the "nem e11tes il 

subject, to the old rulers? On the one hand they arc offel."ecl a share in 
the profits from the e~{ploitation of their o\"ln country" under the guise 
of "foreign aid" and "mi;;:,ed enterprises" .. on the other the fragnen .. 
tation of the new stt\tes guarantees their economicl c\.lltur~ll, even mili­
tary dependence on the old colonial powera !:21:Ltlco:l indepel'lclen,ce, ~ ... 
.9& .lli!:.~1! ~U: this is the formUla whereby neo-colonialism seel,s 
to esta.blish the new, Americanwstyle, political qusis of imperialist 
exploitation. 

,l{1!~NatiOll.~ ~l."r:ge9.i.~ k~e}:shin ~~? 

Has this policy worked? This" from the imperialist angle, is i­
dentical to the question we posed earlier; Has the colonial bourgeoisie 
proven capable of carrying through the national revolution to the con­
quest ot real independence, economic as well fls political? 

On the basis of today's reality the ansr/er is clear beyond doubt: 
those forliler colonies which have not enterod on the puth of' socialist 
revolution r01':1ain den.endel1t, on the "\1e stern impel'~.a11st pO\lel"s~ llltrumah 
is fond of posins a.s a. i1Marxist Soci~list:" the economic development 
ot Ghana depends on the Volta River Pl'oject to be financed by pl"ivate 
Western capital; the Ghanian government is staffed by British civil 
servants; and the Ghn.nia.n a.rmy itself is commanded fl"lOl:l top to bottom 
by British officersl 

Is the acquisition of economic independence by the colon:tal bour­
geoisie even a jJ~eoreti~ possibility? It is obvious that no nation, 
most of whose productive walth is owned oy forei{!)'11. interests, can even 
pretend to independence in this vital senso. And of courso this is the 
case for every colonial country which has had nny real economic dovol­
opmont. But the nationalization even of foreign-orll1ed industr'ies is a 
measure that any capitalist regime, and pa.rticul<lrly n co10n1:.tl one, 
will only take in real desparation. 

Even when foreign interests arena'cionalizod this represents only 
the E..ep;inninrs of real independence. Im1;'lodiately trIO fOl"mida"ole da..Yl.gers 
confront 0. nation \"/hic11. has ca.rried out s\"lecpin~ nationalizations. 
First is the problem of £9.nU?e,nsa:t.i~no In discussin3 land reform we have 
already exposed the difficulty in cOl:lpcnso.tint~ Q9-jJ.y..2. Pl"opl'ietors. The 
problem in regard to !Ecir.m OY/ners is at least as intenso. If reason­
ably full compensation is paid, thin amounts to mOl'lt;::;agins the future 
of t~e country to foreign c~pitalist~. Instc<ld of ~_fg and de"Q,~­
c1a.t~on, the tribute to imperialism 13 no";! ctJ,11ed inticl"c st and amorti ... 
zatio!.!. And this change of form is no blossing toti10People of a c·o­
roni0.1 country. The nbility of a private co!'poratiol1 to repatriate ' 
profits is limited by the mal'ket and thu~ subj Get to wide cyclical 
fluctuations. Payments of principal :l.~1d interest on gover'nmont bonds, 
on the other hand, nlust be met in both good and b::td years, oven if it 
requires great sacrifices from the nn.tive population. 

Compensation payments thus have the effect of' tr3.11sl'orming tho 
national govornment into 0. medium for the e;~tractlon of' surplus value 
from the native \"wrking clas3 and its trnnsfer to foreign ca.pitalism. 



I 
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The synteln is state co.pi~alisnt" to b0 sure - but 0. !,~~lonill.l:. state oo.pi- ,1... ... 
talism In '1h1ch the poss~bility for autonOl:lous econo~lic devulopmont is V 
~~stroycd by the drain of foreign puy~ents. 

Tho second problem, equally difficult, is thnt of r:l<ll'l~ets. The 
ro.w tn.."ltorio.ls produced by 0.. colony must be transformod and eVl;)nt~n:J.lly 
consumed in the ndv<lnced capitalist v/ol'ld. Moreovel" the post .. rl'::'l" trend 
has b(~en tonard increa.sing oversupply of l41l')st ro.\'/ lnateri~ls, \,Jhethel" 
petroleum, foodntufi's (Br~zil alone e;r.pccts to produce tCds ye .. 1.l' 0. . 
quantity of coffee gl~eater than tota.l world COllsul:rptionJ) Ol· lilotal.s. 
~he lno.rket fol' NI.W tno.·cerials is very muoh a. buyers mal'l~ot. 

It is also, and this is a ket point, a. lnarl~et that ca.n be contl"ol­
led, through intol"vention 01" national Govel'nmGnta if noed be, boy 0. tow 
great capitalist int~rests. Wbere a nnt10n is completely dependent on 
one or two products, marl(et mo:nil)ulations can in i'uct .f'o~"CO it into 

. virtual banl::ruptcy. 

The experience of Bolivia is a c~se in pointe In 1952, under 
pressure fl"om the armed revolutionary tTlinel"S, tho bOl.u"goois MHH 1"e3imo 
nationalized the tin mines, whoso oU'cput is ma.inly ,:101d to the U. S • 

. Although the mines i'lore not prodominantly U.S. o'ilned, tho U.S. capital­
ists responded by 0. co.mpa.ign to dri V0 dO\1l1 the price of tin; u co.mpo.ign 
that \'!ork(;d so well 0.8 to drive Bolivia. t.) the pOint of f:J.minco Onco 
consolldo.ted, the MNR reGime completoly capitulated to the U.S. capi­
talists on the question of compcns[l,tion, internal economic policy,. 
wages and working conditions 111. the r~inos, '1'he low point of ignominy 
was reached in 1960 v/hen the Boli via.n £;ovcl"nment VI;lS reduced to bOl"l"OW­
ing 1110noy from Antenol" Pa.tino, ·iihe greatest of the old tin bo.ronsl 

In the context of "noo ... colonialism" the dependol1~o of tho colonies 
on Vlorld market sis assuming the status of 1h~ pr,i!ll.:"J.:;L l!!G.dtl.!m !2.!:. ,tho,i,l! 
cxploi to.tioq E.Y. ~ imperiali s,~ £ <?.onomic ~t Since 19S3 tllore has b30n a. 
steady divcl"'gence botv/cen the prices charGed by th~) C!;.pi·!;'11ist coun­
tries for their ma.nufuctured goods o.nd tho pricos p~id to tho backw:\rd 
countries for tlwir raYl li1!J.teri:l.ls. }i'or tho U. S., Groat 3rit:J.in, Gor ... 
lilany, ct 0.1., cheap ro.w ma.tcri3.1s plq'Yed a. vital 1'010 in containing in­
flationa.ry pressures during tho recant a.nd continuin~ boom. aut for 
the backward nations this spells disaster: rwur.':.ty in£10:[;ion, declining 
living standards" economic sto.~nutiono LCltill Ar.16ricn, the modol for 
IIneo-colonialism' has sufitercd worst of 0.110 "Hidden aW3.Y behind the 
facade of spectacular ncm buildings,," \,/rites Prof. Shapiro" "is a. con ... 
tinant sunk in hungel" a.nd mi sel'Y, tho o111~t !~laj or' o'l"'ca in the world 
Ylhere producti vi ty and 11 ving stand,'lrc1s hG.ve not risen at c.ll in the 
yea.rs since World rial' II." 

Faced vlith these ovc!"V1hellaing pressures, how C·.111 a. backw2..rd country 
hopo to \'/in its economic independence? If one '~hillg is out of the quos ... 
tion for any countl'Y it is economic self .. sufficiency, II autn.r'ch::T." li'Ol" 
tl slllll.ll country isolation 11t<.n'al1:r neans starvation .. ·oven for 0. coun­
try ns vust. and rich o.s Chino., i sol'ltiOll from "vliC'\1Ol"ld m.:.rlwt imposes 
huge obstacles and forces painful sD.crifices on the Chinese people. 

What is needed by tho backriard countries is to mnint.:tin tho1xt trado 
\'lith the cD.pitalis'J; pO\'fern - but on a novi basis, on Ull o,mal bo.sis. How 
can this oqu~lity be a.chiovod, vlhcn the relation of oconolaic' stronGth 





. (_Ir nro currontly using ngo.inst Cuba. 

( , 
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}<'or this reason Soviet oconomic ~id involvos reo.l dnngora for o.n,:/ 
revolution dependent on it. The Soviet burer,ntcrncy j,s much m01'O sympo.­
thetic tOHL'lrd the ant5.-Comr,1Unist dictatornhip of N.J.S3Cl~ than tOYHlrd the 
existence of :':_<2!'1£..~ .£.~jl..§. .. in Yugoslavin (not to Gpor.tk 01" the work.;. 
ers counciln of IItm'::;~1.ry in 1956Z) '1'he 1'010 of tho U.:).'::;.):1., since the 
rise of Stalin, has been to restrain (and thus dest1"oy) l"ovolutions, 
not to stimulate and ~ss;i.st thcr.i. ·-fts economic o.id couos :tt a. politi­
cal price: and giv~n tho natura of tho Soviet burc~l.Ucracy th:lt prico 
can bo ruinous. 

Tho intcrnntiolUll off.ect of tho Soviet Union ls thus a contro.die­
tory ono, reflocting the contracactol"Y internal nnturo of Soviet sooio-

. ty. The o:;:istel1co of tho Soviot Un:ton doen Give an extornal point of 
support to modorn rovolutions: ~ ~~ ~ ~~ ~~~ ii ~tln~nnt~ ~~ 
!!.££9. .D?.!: .s:e.r.Etq"diEll Yl9. !'..9~~-9.U' The o;~tonsion of revolution v!ithin 
tho colonio.l \"lorla, as wo havo soon, is noco sS~lry to cro.l.to tho lo.rgo 
socialist federation which today are tho only way in which tho historic 
aim of nat.l.2.!!.:1h ~~ C.:ln be a.chievod. At tho name til:l0J the spread of 
revolution to the ::tdV:l.l"lCed countries rO!':lClins necessJ.ry to permit real 
economic indopondonCC"" and 'nbove :111 to p1"'ovido the basi s for rapid eco~ 
nomic progl'c SSe 

This analysis londs to :\ clo:1.r conclusion" On tho contral pOints .... 
tho agrarian question, national indopc1ll1encc and un! ty.t extension of; 
the' revolution ... the essenticll a.s:l'oot:.= ot the '1'11001"Y of Perl.lanon'bRevo .. 
lution ha.ve boen cenf.'irmcu' by the dov0lopmont of tho colonial rovolu­
tion since WOl"'ld 1:~ar II. F1"0111 this thoorotical cOl1cl'l.lfJion fo.llows. vital 
political consequoncos. 

Tho l1o.tionuliat bourgeoll'lio in scoldng to hold '.:;11e colonial. revo­
lution \,li thin n cap:J.talist frar:loworlc, is in fa.ct frustrating tho assen ... 
tial "bourGcois-democra-ej.c" gonla of the revolution. ie'lCrofol"o thore 
can bo no such thins as a "progressiveil cc.pitJ.list L~ovornncnt wh.ich 
should bo su"Oportod by the _'IOl"'kinsolasB ~li.d its par'liios. The Stalinist 
strategy of tl bloc \".'i th tho natj.on~li st bonrgooi sie II under the lattor f s 
hegemony cnn only lead to the defent 'of the l'cvolution nnd the destruc ... 
tion of the labol" 1110v.:::mont. Tho coloni.:1l revolution C:l,n mova fOr'IHl.rd 
only alone; the p.:lth of stru3Glo against tho native capitalist cla.s3 and 
for y/orl::i.n.?~cla.!!.~ r..~. 

Tho colonial revolution has Georod gl"'Oa.t triU1~lphs in tho past de~, . 
ca.de - bu.t with the Oxcc.;ptions of Chin~l, ri'orth Koren., }Toroth Vietnam and 
CUbCl it has so far beon' successfully contninecl \,lithin c:.lpita.1i~t, limits. 
As a. rc suI t tho colonial poop10 s l"'umnin und0r imperia1i st ocoll0mic dom .. 
inotion nnd contimto to f.:lcC insuper~blo obstnclos to ceonomicdevolop­
ment and quiclc improvement of. living standn.rds. The f.'lrthcr devo1op­
ment of tho C010llj.~1 revolution fi1Ust be on the socinlist path, .J.l1d this 
domands tho re surr.;oncc of sociali nn in tho .J.dv.:mcod ~io stern capi tillist 
states. The ul tinate ro sponn1bili ty for th.3 viCtol"Y of socialism in 
tho wOl'lcl remains ':Jith the \'Iorkingclass of the W03t. 


